MR COLLINS'S DISCOURSE
of former times, &c., which plainly supposes men before Adam, and consequently that the priests' history of the creation by Moses, is an imposture. He says, the Israelites' passing through the Red Sea, was no more than Alexander's passing at the Pamphilian sea; that as for the appearance of God at Mount Sinai, the reader may believe it as he pleases; that Moses persuaded the Jews he had God for his guide, just as the Greeks pretended they had their laws from Apollo. These are noble strains of freethinkmg, which the priests knew not how to solve, but by thinking as freely: For one of them says, that Josephus writ this to make his work acceptable to the heathens, by striking out everything that was incredible.
Origen, who was the first Christian that had any learning, has left a noble testimony of his freethinking ; for a general council has determined him to be damned; which plainly shews he was a freethinker, and was no saint; for people were only sainted because of their want of learning and excess of zeal; so that all the fathers, who are called saints by the priests, were worse than atheists.
Mmutius Felix* seems to be a true modern latitudinarian, freethinking Christian; for he is against altars, churches, public preaching, and public assemblies; and likewise against priests ; for, he says, there were several great flourishing empires before there were any orders of priests in the world.
Synesius,2 who had too much learning and too little zeal for a saint, was for some time a great freethinker; he could not believe the resurrection till he was made a bishop, and then pretended to be convinced by a lying miracle.
To come to our own country; My Lord Bacon was a great freethinker, when he tells us, that whatever has the least relation to religion, is particularly liable to suspicion; by which he seems to suspect all the facts whereon most of the superstitions (that is to say, what the priests call the
1  Marcus Minutius Felix is said to have been born in Africa.    He flourished in the third century, and wrote a defence of Christianity, in dialogue form, entitled, " Octavms."   The work has been translated into English by Lord Hailes.    [T. S.]
2  Synesius of Cyrene, bom 379, is the Platonic philosopher who became Bishop of Ptolemais.    [T. S.]